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NIAGARA 95 (IARU) 


For the first time since the creation of the IARU, Region 2, the meeting of this group was held 
in Canada. The 12th General assembly met held from September 25 to 29, 1995 in Niagara Falls, ON 
with the Radio Amateurs of Canada being the host Society. Twenty nine countries from Region 2 
were represented at this meeting, and many observers were also present from Europe, Africa and the 
Pacific Rim. 


In accordance with the established custom, the Honorary Chairman of the Conference was the 
President of the host Society: Farrell Hopwood, VE7RD. Eleven other RAC officials were also present 
at this conference. 


The guests at the First Plenary included Michael Binder, Assistant Deputy Minister, Industry 
Canada; Robert Jones, VE3CTM, Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, ITU,Geneva; Noel B. 
Eaton, VE3CJ, President Emeritus of the International Amateur Radio Union; Richard L. Baldwin, 
W1RU, IARU President, and Roberto Blois Montes de Silva, Executive Secretary CITEL...Inter- 
American Telecommunications Commission of the Organization of the American States. 


The most significant development in Region 2 was the unanimous approval by the General 


Assembly of the OAS in June 1995, in Haiti, of the Inter-American Convention on an International | 


Radio Permit. On September 27th, Canada 
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The other important matters that were dealt with at Niagara 95 were the following: new mode 
of communication techniques, band planning, EMC, dealing with regulatory matters in the use of the 
frequency spectrum and the establishment of the priorities for the coming three years. 


During the Monday night welcoming reception, presentations were made to the latest members 
of the Canadian Amateur Hall of Fame: William.W. Loucks, VE3AR, Eric Quiring, VE5HQ and Terry 
Darling, VE3CAB. 


The next Conference will be held in Venezuela in 1998. The last item on the Agenda was the 
election of the Executive Committee for the 1995-1998 term. 


President: Thomas Atkins, VE3CDM 
Vice-President: Reinaldo Szama, LU2AH 
Secretary: Pedro Seideman, YV5BPG 
Treasurer: Steve Dunkerley, VP9IM 


Directors at Large: 
Frank Butler, W4RH 
Guillermo Nunez, XE1NJ 
Fabian Zarrabe, YS1Fl 
Eduardo Estrada, HC2ZEE 
Dario Jurado, HP1JR 


A special vote of thanks to the following individuals: A.George Spencer, VWE3AGS, Fergus Kyle, 
VE3LVO, Wm Loucks, VE3AR, Bob Rotenberg, VE3AKN, Jim Thompson, VE3BCA, Dave Digweed, 
VESFOI, Al d@Eon, VE3AND , Tom Atkins, VE3CDM and Duncan Pollock. To the following 
organizations also a vote of thanks: Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club, the West Side and Skywide 
Amateur Radio Clubs, and fellow amateurs in the Buffalo, NY area. 


RAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 


While in Niagara Falls for the IARU meeting, the Board of Directors of Radio Amateurs of 
Canada held a formal board meeting. 


Many important decisions were made by the board. You will find below a summary of the 
decisions and over the next few months more details will become available and will be reported here or 
in The Canadian Amateur. 


-— 
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RAC has accepted the responsibilty for issuing the newly approved International Amateur Radio 
Permit when it becomes available. As reported earlier only five countries have joined the treaty. Along 
the same line RAC has also agreed to help Canadian amateurs in obtaining the CEPT used in Europe. 
This is not yet available to Canadians but Industry Canada has made an application on behalf of RAC. 


The Board has authorized the RAC Amateur Delegation Working Group to proceed with 
Industry Canada on a pilot project to develop methods and procedures in preparation for taking over 
the responsibility for certification and issuance of call signs. 


The same Working Group was also authorized to set up an arms length subsidiary corporation 
to accept the delegation should negotiations with Industry Canada be successful. 


The continuation of the requirement for Morse Code was discussed at length but no decision was 
reached. The delegation to the IARU general assembly was directed to seek a resolution which would 
ensure that no precipitous decisions were taken until there was an opportunity for a detailed review of 
all amateur radio licensing requirements. 


The report on the new Band Plan for two metres and 70 cm was received by the Board and 
approved. 


The Board also received a report from an ad-hoc committee which reviewed the Field 
Organization of RAC; it was agreed that some changes are needed and further studies are being 
undertaken in this area. 


IN FLANDERS FIELDS 


The Guelph Amateur Radio Club will operate a special station VG3W from the McRae House 
Museum on November 6 till 9 to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the writing of the poem. All 
bands will be used and hours of operation are 1500 to 2200 UTC. 


DXPEDITION 


Again this year the DXpeditioners from the West Island Amateur Radio Club (this is the 
Montreal West Island) organized a trip to a far, much sought after, island. Pictou Island was activated 
as IOTA NA-154. During the time spent on the island the operators were able to establish contact on 
all bands: 160 to 2 metres, and by satellites using AO-10, AO-13, RS 10/11,RS 12/13 and RS 15. 


This West Island group seems to be making a profession of going to an island regularly and 
activating it for the pleasure of the amateur community. 
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THE BELCHER ISLANDS 


Winston Seney, VE3WEFS, reports in the Durham Region “North Shore ARC” about his 
DXpedition to the Belcher Islands with John Harden VE3VGI. The station was operated with the call 
sign VE8RAC. (Before anyone asks where the Belcher islands are and why a VE8 call sign, let’s review 
some geography. Look at a map of Canada and check the islands on the east side of Hudson Bay. That 
is where the Belcher Islands are located. Also remember from your geography teacher “All islands in 


| Hudson Bay are part of the Northwest Territories.”) So here we have another IOTA from Canada, two 


this summer, one on the East Coast and one in Hudson Bay. That should make the IOTA diggers very 
happy. 


Winston’s description of all aspects of this DXpedition was most enjoyable to read and I am sure 


would light up the desire of many operators to get such an expedition going. As usual, the weather was 


unpredictable and the mosquitoes were waiting. That is something that all DXpeditions in the North 
have to contend with. His description of the life on the islands is most interesting. Job well done. 


A ROYAL PILE UP! 


While carefully perusing the various national and some international club bulletins, I found a 


“win/win” and “no fail” recipe to create a pile up during a DXpedition: insure that JY11 visits you and 


| takes over the microphone for a few calls! 


Last July, the Israeli amateurs, as reported in their monthly bulletin “HaGaP, operated two 
HF/VHF stations in Jordan: JY74X and JY74Z. This DXpedition was helped by some very 


influential figures in Jordan amateur radio circles. While the station on Mt. Nebo, JY742Z, was on the 


air, J¥Y1 King Hussein of Jordan paid a visit to the site and created a “royal pile up” on the air by 
signing his transmissions: “This is JY74Z, JY1 at the microphone.” ! You can imagine the response 


of anyone on the air and hearing this coming from an Israeli DXpedition inside Jordan! 


This incident should be kept in mind by the DXpeditions and IOTA organizers looking for a way 
of creating a “royal pile up”. You will still be left with the job of sending out the QSL’s! 


-—— 
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THE WEB 


Last month we reported about RAC home page and said that it was “Under Construction”. Far 
be it from me to tell you that it is completed! J am learning that all Home Pages are “Under Constant 
Construction”! Ken Pulfer VE3PU has done a superb job in getting the RAC page up and running. 


Since early in October, we now have the French version of the RAC Home Page. When you 
open the English version there is a link to the French side of the “house”. Not all has been translated, 
but over 80% of the English text has been translated and/or adapted to French. 


It is most interesting to “surf the Net” and suddenly find a link back to the RAC page in some 
unusual places. I really believe that it would be very difficult to keep abreast of all the HAM, SWL pages 
available. Last month I had, very naively, suggested that I would try and collate some interesting 
addresses for you to go and surf. I have realised since then that this would be a task that would require 
me to devote more time than there is available. My suggestion is to check Paul Cooper’s VE3JLP 
monthly column in The Canadian Amateur. Paul has ferretted many addresses that he will publish. 
This does not prevent anyone from sending me any address that “looks” interesting to the hobby. 


VHF UNIT FOR THE WHITE CANERS 


A manual for the visually impaired or blind operator has been written by George VES3PEB for 
use with the [COM281H. This manual explaining the basic function is available on tape or in Braille | 
from John Machnacky VE3EJN. John can be reached at the CNIB Amateur Radio Program at 
(416)621-5248 or on Internet: amateurradio@immedia.ca. This particular model of transceiver is one 
of the very few that will accept a speech board that will make it easy to operate for the visually impaired 


operator. 


IARU NEWS 


The following countries are now members of the [ARU: Turkmenistan and Burkina Faso. Two 


more countries have applied to become members: Uganda and Mali. 
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IN THE NOVEMBER 1995 TCA 


The November 1995 issue of The Canadian Amateur will contain, in addition to the regular 
columns, articles on the following topics: 


the Niagara meeting of Region 2 IARU, complete with photographs 


operating a belly boat marine mobile in British Columbia interior (') 
§ "x 


al 


| 


pictures of the Hall of Fame Award winners 


RAC Financial Statements for 1994 


report on the last RAC Board Meeting 


All this and more will be found in a mailbox near you in a few weeks. Do not miss all the news 
and make sure that you renew your RAC membership now before the rates go up, so that you will get 
The Canadian Amateur in your mailbox every month. 


Editor 


Jacques d’Avignon, VE3VIA 
c/o Radio Amateurs of Canada 
614 Norris Court, Unit 6 
Kingston, ON K7P 2R9 
E-mail: monitor@limestone.kosone.com 


Special thanks to Debbie Norman, General Manager RAC,who contributes significantly to the editing and proof-reading of 
the bulletin. Also acknowledged are those who have forwarded items for the bulletin. 


The RAC News Bulletin is published monthly except July and August. The purpose is to circulate Amateur Radio news and 
information ona timely basis between publishing dates of The Canadian Amateur magazine. 


All material in the Bulletin may be reprinted but please credit the Bulletin, the original author, and the original publication 
if one is given. 


Please submit original stories or information to the editor before the 5th of the month of publication. 
Annual subscriptions to RAC News Bulletin are available by mailing $10 before September 1. Subscription expires every August 31. 
Published and printed by: 


Radio Amateurs of Canada, 
Kingston, ON K7P 2R9. 


